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Re-greening of VECC: 

The Green Expedition 17th – 26th February 
On 20th May, the eastern part of India especially Kolkata, West Bengal has 
witnessed the devastation created by the deadly tropical cyclone Amphan. 
More than 90% of the trees within VECC campus that were damaged and 
uprooted due to the devastation created by Amphan. As a part of the Re 
greening process of VECC, VECC Swachhta Committee took initiatives to 
restore the up-rooted trees and many of them got new lives. Along with that, 
initiative was also taken for as a Green Expedition aiming towards a greener 
VECC.  On 17th February, 2021, a massive tree plantation project was 
conducted in which high quality, genetically pure, high value, more than one 
year old saplings were planted in phases in different parts of VECC. Director 
VECC Dr. Sumit Som, Chairman Swachhta Committee, Dr. Subhasish 
Chattopadhyay, Secretary Swachhta Committee, Shri Tapas Kr. Bhaumik 
along with other dignitaries and employees of VECC took part in this 
sustainable initiative.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All India Drawing & 
Essay Competition: 
23rd and 24th February 

 
As a part of celebration of Swachhta 
Pakhwada 2021, VECC Swachhta 
Committee conducted all India essay 
writing and drawing competition among 
the young stars of our country. On 23rd 
and 24th February, 2021 the topics were 
declared and online submission were 
done through webportal.  
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Giving a new life to the 50 years old 
Mehagani tree fallen during Amphun 
in May, 2020: Innovation in Swachhta 
In order to execute the directives issued by the Department of Atomic Energy 
related to observation of Swachhta Pakhwada during 16th to 28th February, 
2021, VECC Swachhta Committee took up several innovative jobs to keep the 
VECC office campuses and Anushakti Abasan premises as a clean, green and 
beautiful one.   Cyclone Amphun slammed into India's eastern coast on the 
20th of May, knocking down huge trees, lamp posts, electric wires and turning 
millions of people homeless. West Bengal's most affected districts were 
Kolkata, Howrah, Hoogly, East and West Midnapore, and North and South 24 
Parganas. The profound economic effect of this devastation will take many 
years to become normal. More than 90% of the big trees in VECC campus were 
highly affected and many of them were uprooted. Most of the trees were 

Registration regarding online Drawing 
and essay writing competition was 
carried out online for all participants. 
Wide publication regarding registration 
was done through VECC website and 
social media.  

We received huge response for both 
Drawing and Essay writing competition 
from many places all over India. 

Drawing competition was held for 4 
different age groups from starting from 5 
years to more than 14 years. Competition 
was held on 23-02-2021. Each group was 
given separate topic on the day of the 
competition. The participants were 
required to submit their drawing online.  

Essay writing competition was held for 
two age groups for three languages 
(Hindi, English and Bengali). The 
competition was held on 24-02-2021. 
Topic was given on the day of 
competition and each participants 
submitted their contribution online. 

Results of the competitions were 
declared on valedictory function of 
Swachhta Pakhwada celebration at 
VECC on 26-02-2021 and the same was 
published online in VECC webpage. 

Winners of the competition were given 
hard copies of merit certificates and 
mementos. These were distributed 
through post. Rest of the participants 
have received e-certificates online for 
participation in the competition. 

Number of participants were large and 
these awareness programme created 
strong impact among the participants . 
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restored and are green now. One 50 years old Mehagani tree was uprooted and 
died. VECC Swachhta Committee took an initiative to keep alive of this VECC 
member for another 50 years. It was proposed to place one wooden sculpture 
within the VECC campus as a part of beautification of the campus. The wooden 
logs as obtained from the dead tree were used as raw material and the job was 
an excellent example of utilization of waste materials and natural resources.  
In order to execute the idea, the main drawing was given by VECC Swachhta 
Committee keeping in mind that the wooden statue should increase awareness 
about the conservation of forest and other natural resources. Outlining, 
Carving, Detailing, Fixing the model with its defined concrete base, Polishing 
and related finishing jobs were executed by famous artist of Bengal Shri 
Sukhendu Khamaru. The mind-blowing statue was inaugurated by Director 
VECC on 26th February in presence of the officers and other staff members of 
VECC and expressed that this will remain as one of the signature work of 
Swachhta Committee for years together.    

 

 

 

O you shaggy-headed banyan tree 

standing on the bank of the pond, have 
you forgotten the little chile, like the birds 
that have nested in your branches and left 
you? 

Do you not remember how he sat at the 
window and wondered at the tangle of 
your roots and plunged underground? 

The women would come to fill their jars 
in the pond, and your huge black shadow 
would wriggle on the water like sleep 
struggling to wake up. 

Sunlight danced on the ripples like 
restless tiny shuttles weaving golden 
tapestry. 

Two ducks swam by the weedy margin 
above their shadows, and the child would 
sit still and think. 

He longed to be the wind and blow through 
your resting branches, to be your shadow 
and lengthen with the day on the water, 
to be a bird and perch on your topmost 
twig, and to float like those ducks among 
the weeds and shadows. 

-Rabindranath Tagore 
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We are committed to save our nature. 

Inauguration of VECC Immunity 
Garden: 26th February, 2021 

  
The immune system is a complex network of cells and proteins that defends the body 
against infections. This system keeps a record of every germ it has ever defeated so it 
can recognize and destroy the microbe quickly if it enters the body again and hence 
protects us from disease caused by bacteria, viruses and toxins, and helps remove 
foreign bodies and malignant cells from our system. Abnormalities of the immune 
system can lead to allergic diseases, immunodeficiencies and auto immune disorders. 
The immune system is made up of special organs, cells and chemicals that fight 
infection (microbes). The main parts of the immune system are: white blood cells, 
antibodies, the complement system, the lymphatic system, the spleen, the thymus, 
and the bone marrow. These are the parts of your immune system that actively fight 
infection. Immunity is the key indispensable factor for healthy living especially when 
the whole world is struggling. VECC Swachhta Committee took an initiative to create 
awareness among the common people about the immunity by inaugurating one 
Immunity Garden at VECC campus on 26th February. Director VECC Dr. Sumit Som in 
presence of several dignitaries inaugurated the garden.  It was decided that the 
Garden would have 18-20 varieties of medicinal plants with reported 
Immunomodulatory action. A total 250 number of saplings were planted initially. In 
due course, the variety and number of plants will be increased.  

Director VECC appreciated the concept especially during this COVID-19 crisis, stating 
that “good immunity only can save us from this pandemic and we all have to make 
sure this immunity garden reaches to its vision”.  

 

 

Response Action of VECC 
against COVID – 19    

thorough sanitization drive of 
the VECC campus, MCP 
campus and Anushakti Abasan 

VECC Swachhta Committee 
successfully conducting the safe work 
place drive since the employees of 
VECC are attending their offices at 
VECC Bidhannagar campus, MCF 
Chakgaria and Rajarhat campuses.  In 
Continuation to that all the 
departmental vehicles, individual 
sections of COVID affected patients, 
all the common areas, dispensaries, 
security counters, library, canteen, tea 
pantries, Anushakti Abasan Campus 
were sanitized by in-house trained 
personnel. More than 50000 CFT 
volume were sanitized on regular 
intervals using aqueous solution of 
activated hydrogen peroxide (49.9-
51.1%) and silver nitrate (0.01-
0.02%) for the surface and air space 
disinfection. Emphasis were given on 
personal hygiene through awareness 
and enforcement. 
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Closing ceremony and 
prize distribution: 
Maintaining all the safety guide 
lines as defined by GOI to restrict 
the spread of COVID-19, the 
colourful Swachhta Pakhwada 
2021 ended on 26th February 
through a very successful session 
with the gracious presence of 
Director VECC, Dr. Sumit Som, 
Chairman Swachhta Committee, 
Dr Subhasish Chattopadhyay, 
Secretary Swachhta Committee, 
Shri Tapas Kumar Bhaumik, all the 
Group Heads, Division Heads and 
Section Heads along with the 
officers and staff members of 
VECC. The results of different 
competitions were announced and 
felicitation of the dignitaries were 
also taken place. Director VECC 
handed over a small token of 
appreciation to Shri Sukhendu 
Khamaru and Shri Swapan 
Khamaru for their contribution for 
making the Tree Statue. The 
programme ended with a high tea. 
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